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Introduction

This is a report on the history of Muir Beach.

The information was gathered mostly by personal interview. Muir Beach is a small
community on the south Marin coast consisting of about 250 people, 50 dogs and 45 horses, by
latest count. There are no stores or businesses, just a place for people to live and be. I have
lived there for almost 19 years and felt Muir Beach would be a good subject for Marin History
because I am so well acquainted with the people and the place.

Indian Days - Early Settlers

The Indians were at Muir Beach for at least 200 years, from the early 16th century to the
late 18th century. They lived in the flat area near the lagoon and on the surrounding hills. They
were Miwok Indians. There may have been one large tribe or several smaller ones, but they left
mounds behind which were the burial grounds and garbage dumps of the tribes. Two have been
found - one in Wheelwright's cow field and one by the old tavern. Indians also lived all up
along Redwood Creek and probably in Muir Woods. They were roaming types and stopped to
camp wherever they found fish and game and shelter.

The Indians were run off by the early settlers who were mostly Spanish and Portuguese.
The settlers brought diseases with them. 1 don't know where the Indians went when they were



driven off, perhaps inland or perhaps they all died off. The Spanish had illegal trade with the
Indians.

The Russians came down from the North Coast looking for otter in San Francisco Bay
and founded Fort Ross in the early 1800's. It is quite likely that they could have come into Muir
Beach because it is a safe harbor for landing and close to San Francisco.

In 1838 an Englishman named Richardson applied to Spain for a grant to the Sausalito
Rancho, of which Muir Beach was a part. The Spanish probably had not settled at Muir Beach.
Richardson ran cattle and grew produce on his ranch and there were probably tenants of his
who farmed near Muir Beach in the middle of the 19th century. The Portuguese first came in the
early 1800's. They worked in the dairy ranches then established in the large Ranchos. There
was a dairy ranch at the entrance to Muir Beach called Golden Gate Dairy. They made cream.
There were milk cows at Slide Ranch nearby and in Green Gulch. An Italian family named
Banducci settled nearby and grew flowers. The community life was developed by the
Portuguese along the lines that they knew in the Azores. Many of these families still live there
today in much the same style.

Prohibition Days - 1919 to 1933

There was illegal liquor brought into Muir Beach during Prohibition. Because of the easy
landing on the beach, people could row out to ships and bring back gin and whiskey for the San
Francisco speakeasys.

Before the tavern was built and during the summers, Albert Silva used to come to Muir
Beach on weekends and sell ice cream, soda water, root beer and ice to people who came to the
beach and to hikers who came down the hills by way of the big Eucalyptus and Redwood trees.
Clayton Bello supplied the money to build the tavern and Anthony Nunes Bello, a relative, built
it. A Mr. Ponte, whose family still lives at Muir Beach, hauled the lumber from the Smith
Lumber Company on Third Street in San Francisco in1919. Tony Founce operated the tavern
and hotel, which consisted of a large hall, a kitchen and dining room. People from town stayed
overnight, and for a time it was very nice with fine linen and good food. There was even a gas
station on the corner of the highway.

About 1927 a man named James Weil came from New York, saw the possibilities of
Muir Beach, planted hundreds of Pine trees along the roads and tried to develop a supply of
good water. Clayton Bello had subdivided Muir Beach at this time and the original subdivision
map was filed under the name of Bello Beach. Mr. Weil planned to subdivide more of the land
and prepared maps for this purpose but they were never recorded. Before the name of Bello
Beach, the area was called Big Lagoon because of the marshlands which existed where
Wheelwright's pasture and the Alder forest are now located. During the 1920's and 1930's the
beach was used mostly by people who hiked over from Mill Valley. The roads then were
unpaved, narrow and rugged. The few homes were just summer cabins and remained that way
until about 1940. It wasn't until then, during and after World War 11, that Wheelwright and
other English-speaking families began to buy land and occupy the cabins and houses. There
was a toll gate at the beginning of the Muir Woods road. Mr. Weil built little cabins around the
tavern to accommodate overnight guests. Cabin No. I was the office of Mr. Weil and his partner
Mr. Harris.






